
TOWN HALL (N°1) 
 

It was constructed 

in 1775, but de-
stroyed during the 
First World War. 
The construction of 
the current town 
hall was then en-
trusted to the 
Royen architect 
Arthur Régnier in 
1930. The building 
was moved to 
make it the main 
feature of the 

square it is in. Completed in 1932, this building 
became famous, and the architect’s work was thus 
rewarded. He later won a medal in the Contest of 
regional and municipal architecture in 1936. In the 
same year, the town of Roye itself was awarded a 
medal of honor from the Academy of national Art.  
 
On the outside, several low reliefs decorate the 
front (arms of the city, allegories of Trade and In-
dustry...) The interior features several decora-
tions. On the staircase, there is a stained glass 
window dating from 1952, the work of P. Pasquier 
of Amiens, which 
shows a French cock-
erel hanging over the 
arms of the city. In 
the room of the coun-
cil, stained glass win-
dows show the arms 
of various cities in the 
Somme, as well as 
those of Santerre and 
Picardy. Painted by 
Henri Marret, the 
frescos which deco-
rate this room illustrate the life of a couple. Other 
glassware on the bell-tower shows various arms of 
trade association such as the hatter and gold-
smithery, the carpenter, the clothier and the sur-
geon. 
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Composition et realization : Town of Roye 
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THE RAMPARTS AND THE TOWER  
OF SAINT-LAURENT  (N°4) 

 

Roye, being a frontier town 
until the 17th century, and 
also on the road to Paris, 
was pillaged many times. 
This is the reason why the 
inhabitants decided to 
build ramparts around 
their city in the 11th cen-

tury. Protected behind these fortifications, the Royens 
lived in peace for 300 years until the 13th century 
when the town was attacked on numerous occasions. 
In 1636 and 1653, the Spaniards besieged and devas-
tated the town. In addition to the St. 
Laurent tower, the ramparts were 
flanked by six others of which nothing 
remains today. The three city gates 
which gave access to the city have 
also disappeared. The St. Laurent 
Tower dates from the 15th century, 
and it formed the south-western cor-
ner of the fortifications. You can still 
see today the marks from the bullets 
which may have been fired by the ar-
tillery of the Prince de Condé following 
the siege of Roye by the Spaniards in 1653. In addition 
the Tower  had an entrance to the Minimes Convent. 
This tower as well as the vestiges of the enclosure 
were registered on the additional Inventory of Historic 
buildings in 1992. 
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THE CHURCH OF 
 ST PETER  

(N°2) 
 

Before the French revo-
lution, Roye, the histori-
cal capital of Santerre, 
had no less than nine 
churches and religious 
establishments. Only 
two remain today. The 

church of Saint-Pierre, built between 1152 and 
1184 and modified over the years, was destroyed 
during the First World War. Its rebuilding was 
entrusted in 1930 to the architects C. Duval and 
E. Gonse. The choir was restored to its original 
form; the nave, transept and bell-tower are all 
contemporary, made out of concrete reinforced 
with brick panels. The cross on the bell-tower 
rises to a height of 64 meters. The decoration of 
the church comprises concrete sculptures by R. 
Couvègnes, ceramic works by M. Dhomme, mu-
rals by H. Marret and iron grids by R. Subes. The 
stained glass windows in the nave were created 
by J. Hebert-Stevens, those in the choir by P. 
Bony. Today the church is classified as an his-
toric building. It contains the relics of Saint-
Florent and Saint Antoine Daveluy  
 

CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF PEACE 
 (N°3) 

 

Two hypotheses exist 
concerning its creation 
which took place before 
1600. The first consid-
ers that it was built to 
celebrate peace with 
enemies. The second 
presents the idea that 
the chapel is devoted to 
the peace of souls. It is 
located in the center of 
the old cemetery, which 
was closed in 1842  

THE CHURCH OF SAINT-GILLES (N°5)  

 
Mentioned from the end of 
the 12th century, the Saint-
Gilles church disappeared in 
flames in 1475 and was 
rebuilt form 1490 onwards. 
During the French 
revolution, its demolition 
was considered but the 
inhabitants opposed the 
idea and the authorities 
gave in. Destroyed during 
the First World War, the 
building was restored in 
1926 under the direction of 
Charles Duval and 

Emmanuel Gonse. 
The realization of the decoration was entrusted to 
contemporary artists such as the famous mosaïst 
Jean Gaudin (1879-1954) to which we owe the 
stained glass 
windows and 
the mosaic 
decoration, in 
particular the 
way of the 
cross. 

 
THE DEMOUY PARK (N°6) 
 

The former 
property of Mr. 
Demouy, and later 
purchased by the 
town of Roye, it is 
here that the 
municipal arts 
centre can be 
found. The 
gardens of the house were turned into a park, 
and opened to the public in spring 1984. The 
park was enlarged in 1990, extending it to la rue 
de la Pêcherie. Located in the town centre, it is a 
pleasant place for walks and relaxation for the 
inhabitants. A particular effort is devoted each 

year to its maintenance and embellishment. 

.PICARDY GAMES  
 
The Game of Palm (N°7) was played in the 
ditches of the ramparts. It is an old ball game 
which was practised initially with bare hands, and 
which has today become a racket sport. It is played 
in teams using long-handled fine mesh rackets and 
cork balls, covered with duffel, weighing about 
twenty grams. 
The site is not currently used for matches. It is 
used on occasion however by other sportsmen or 
for exhibitions   

 
The game of ball punts (N°7)  is a very old team 
game, which may have been brought to Picardy by 
Spanish sailors in the 16th century. Certain histori-
ans even put its origin in the 14th century. The 
game is played in teams, on a concave track. The 
balls are large 
disks, weighing ap-
proximately 1.5 
kilos. They are 
made of a rare ex-
otic wood, gaïac, 
which is very diffi-
cult to find today. 
The maintenance of 
the game in Roye is due to former players, who left 
their personal balls to the Association. They are 
now passed down from generation to generation. 
The oldest date from 1878. 
 
The first known historical fact linked to the Com-
pany of Arc of Roye, dates from the reign of  Louis-
Le-Gros (1081-1137). The company was then dis-
tinguished during battles (Bouvines 1214 - siege of 
Guise 1422 - siege of Roye in 1472...) On Septem-
ber 15th 1686, a ditch was given to the Knights for 
practice, near the porte de Paris city gate. This 
"garden" (N°8) still remains on rue Gracchus Ba-
beuf. The most dazzling ceremony in which the 
Company took part was that of the beatification of 
Ste Jeanne de France which took place in May 
1743. Since 1866 the Company has been organized 
in a new way, preserving its ancestral traditions of 
absolute respect of the opinions of each person, 
friendship and solidarity. 


